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PART 1:  OBJECTIVES and OUTCOMES 

The objective of the Planning Proposal is to implement the findings of the Cessnock City 
Heritage Study and ensure items and areas of heritage significance are appropriately 
protected in the Cessnock Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2011. This includes updating the 
Heritage maps and Schedule 5, Environmental heritage, of the LEP. The Planning Proposal 
also aims to correct minor errors and ensure that the sites that are listed as containing a 
heritage item are correct. The Planning Proposal will achieve the following objectives: 

 recognise additional local heritage items; 

 recognise additional Heritage Conservation Areas; 

 correct property descriptions and addresses of several heritage items in Schedule 5 of 

the LEP; 

 remove heritage items where the item is not located on the property; and 

 alter heritage mapping to reflect subdivisions that have occurred. 
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PART 2:   EXPLANATION of PROVISIONS 

The Planning Proposal has been prepared to enable to following amendments to be made to 
the Cessnock LEP 2011 maps and instrument: 

Amendment 1 

Heritage Item Name: Hunter Valley Distillery 

Item Number: New 

Address: 1141 Hermitage Road Pokolbin 

Property Description: Lot 301 DP 800613 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 
 Amend Schedule 5 of the LEP and Heritage Map HER005 to 

identify Hunter Valley Distillery at Pokolbin as heritage item - 
General and assign the next available heritage item number. 

Justification: 

The proposed item was originally identified as a heritage item in 
the Hunter Regional Environmental Plan 1989 (Heritage). The item 
has been reviewed as part of the Cessnock Heritage Study and 
meets the following NSW Heritage criteria:  

 (Criterion a) Hunter Valley Distillery (Hermitage Road) planting 
was to produce grapes to support the production of fortified wine, 
the plantings date from around 1903, when the distillery was 
constructed. 

 (Criterion b) The Hunter Valley Distillery plantings have 
significance for its association with important early figures in the 
Hunter wine industry including J. Y. Tulloch, Audrey Wilkinson 
and later the Tyrrell family. 

 (Criterion d) Hunter Valley Distillery (Hermitage Road) planting 
with resulting viticulture operations and wine produced have 
social significance for the wine making industry and community. 

 (Criterion f) The Hunter Valley Distillery (Hermitage Road) 
plantings are a rare example of early grape vine plantings on a 
local level. The disease Phylloxera destroyed the majority of 
European vineyards in the 19th century. The presence of pre-
phylloxera vine plantings at the Hunter Valley Distillery 
(Hermitage Road) is of considerable importance. 

 (Criterion g) The Hunter Valley Distillery (Hermitage Road) 
plantings contributes to the landscape of the Hunter Valley 
vineyards. 

Inventory Sheet Appendix 1 
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Figure 1: Current Heritage Map for 1141 Hermitage Road Pokolbin 
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Figure 2: Proposed Heritage Map for 1141 Hermitage Road Pokolbin 
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Amendment 2   

Heritage Item Name: Abermain Post Office (Former) 

Item Number: New 

Address: 247 Cessnock Road Abermain 

Property Description: Lot 9 Sec 3 DP 758004 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 

 Amend Schedule 5 of the LEP and Heritage Map HER009A to 
identify Abermain Post Office (Former) at Abermain as a heritage 
item – general and assign the next available heritage item 
number. 

Justification: 

The proposed item was originally identified as a heritage item in 
the Hunter Regional Environmental Plan 1989 (Heritage). The item 
has been reviewed as part of the Cessnock Heritage Study and 
meets the following NSW Heritage criteria:  

  (Criterion a) The Abermain Post Office (Former) opened in 
1914 is associated with the early postal service development of 
Abermain and surrounding districts. 

 (Criterion d) The Abermain Post Office (Former) is a prominent 
local landmark and the centre of communications for the town 
until the mid-twentieth century. 

 (Criterion g) The Abermain Post Office (Former) is 
representative of small rural post offices of the early to mid-
twentieth century. 

Inventory Sheet Appendix 2 
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Figure 3: Current Heritage Map for 247 Cessnock Road Abermain 
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Figure 4: Proposed Heritage Map for 247 Cessnock Road Abermain 
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Amendment 3 

Heritage Item Name: Clift Street Hall (Former Bakehouse) 

Item Number: New 

Address: 70 Maitland Street Branxton 

Property Description: Lot 6 DP 1106094 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 

 Amend Schedule 5 of the LEP and Heritage Map HER005A to 
identify Clift Street Hall (Former Bakehouse) at Branxton as 
heritage item - general and assign the next available heritage 
item number. 

Justification: 

The proposed item was originally identified as a heritage item in 
the Hunter Regional Environmental Plan 1989 (Heritage). The item 
has been reviewed as part of the Cessnock Heritage Study and 
meets the following NSW Heritage criteria:  

  (Criterion a) The Clift Street Hall, Branxton is significant in the 
development of the town of Branxton in the twentieth century. 
The building and associated two-storey brick building to the 
immediate north were part of one of Branxton’s largest 
enterprises in the twentieth century providing employment to 
many local residents. 

 (Criterion b) The Clift Street Hall, Branxton is associated with 
the Sylvester Brothers, a large locally owned independent bakery 
in the Hunter Valley. The Sylvester family were significant to the 
growth of Branxton. 

 (Criterion c) The Clift Street Hall, an early twentieth century 
building, while simple and unadorned contributes to the 
commercial streetscape of Branxton. 

Inventory Sheet Appendix 3 
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Figure 5: Current Heritage Map for 70 Maitland Street Branxton 
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Figure 6: Proposed Heritage Map for 70 Maitland Street Branxton 
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Amendment 4 

Heritage Item Name: Water Supply Reservoir (Cessnock  Reservoir) 

Item Number: New 

Address: 1 Millfield Street Cessnock 

Property Description: Lot 1 DP 938728 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 

 Amend Schedule 5 of the LEP and map sheet HER006CA to 
identify Water Supply Reservoir (Cessnock Reservoir) at 
Cessnock as a heritage item – general and assign the next 
available heritage item number. 

Justification: 

The proposed heritage item was originally identified as a heritage 
item in the Hunter Regional Environmental Plan 1989 (Heritage). 
The item has been reviewed as part of the Cessnock Heritage 
Study and meets the following NSW Heritage criteria:  

  (Criterion a) The Cessnock Water Supply Reservoir is important 
to the history of the urban development and growth of Cessnock 

 (Criterion c) The Cessnock Water Supply Reservoir is an 
important component in the introduction of safe drinking water to 
the town and the marked reduction in the outbreak of water borne 
diseases such as typhoid and dysentery. 

 (Criterion g) The Cessnock Water Supply Reservoir is 
representative of an intact early to mid-twentieth century service 
utility to serve a growing community. It is representative of the 
use of concrete to store water and the replacement of individual 
water tanks by piped water. 

Inventory Sheet Appendix 4 

 



Planning Proposal – City Wide Heritage Amendment  

File No. 18/2017/3/1 

Page 16 of 156 
 

 

Figure 7: Current Heritage Map for 1 Millfield Street Cessnock 
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Figure 8: Proposed Heritage Map for 1 Millfield Street Cessnock 

 

  



Planning Proposal – City Wide Heritage Amendment  

File No. 18/2017/3/1 

Page 18 of 156 
 

Amendment 5 

Heritage Item Name: Masonic Hall 

Item Number: New 

Address: 130 Barton Street Kurri Kurri 

Property Description: Lot 1 DP 933324 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 
 Amend Schedule 5 of the LEP and map sheet HER009AA to 

identify Masonic Hall at Kurri Kurri as a heritage item – General 
and assign the next available heritage item number. 

Justification: 

The proposed heritage item was originally identified as a heritage 
item in the Hunter Regional Environmental Plan 1989 (Heritage). 
The item has been reviewed as part of the Cessnock Heritage 
Study and meets the following NSW Heritage criteria:  

  (Criterion a) The Masonic Hall, opened in 1909 demonstrates 
strong associations to past religious and social philosophies and 
practices. It maintains a continuity of community activity. 

 (Criterion c) The Masonic Hall is an aesthetically appealing 
building with symmetrical facade that includes a Dutch gable and 
simple architectural detail on doors and windows. 

 (Criterion d) The Masonic Hall is significant to the co-operative 
and non-conformist societies within the coal mining area. It 
played an important role in the development of Kurri Kurri as a 
community. 

 (Criterion g) The Masonic Hall provides an attractive and 
cohesive element in the heritage streetscape of Kurri Kurri. 

Inventory Sheet Appendix 5 
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Figure 9: Current Heritage Map for 130 Barton Street Kurri Kurri 
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Figure 10: Proposed Heritage Map for 130 Barton Street Kurri Kurri 
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Amendment 6 

Heritage Item Name: Temperance Hotel (Former) 

Item Number: New 

Address: 31 Maitland Road Mulbring 

Property Description: Lot 2 Sec 1 DP 758722 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 
 Amend Schedule 5 of the LEP and map sheet HER009 to identify 

Temperance Hotel (Former) at Mulbring as a heritage item - 
General and assign the next available heritage item number. 

Justification: 

The proposed item was originally identified as a heritage item in 
the Hunter Regional Environmental Plan 1989 (Heritage). The item 
has been reviewed as part of the Cessnock Heritage Study and 
meets the following NSW Heritage criteria:  

  (Criterion a) The Temperance Hotel (former) constructed in the 
late nineteenth century, was significant in the growth of the 
village of Mulbring and the development of transport links in the 
Hunter Valley. The hotel is also historically significant in 
demonstrating the growth of the Temperance movement in the 
Hunter Valley. 

 (Criterion c) The structure retains its original form and location 
on the main road. It provides an attractive and cohesive element 
in the heritage streetscape of Mulbring. 

 (Criterion d) The Temperance Hotel (former) provides a tangible 
link with the Temperance Movement in the Hunter Valley. 

Inventory Sheet Appendix 6 

 



Planning Proposal – City Wide Heritage Amendment  

File No. 18/2017/3/1 

Page 22 of 156 
 

 

Figure 11: Current Heritage Map for 31 Maitland Road Mulbring 
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Figure 12: Proposed Heritage Map for 31 Maitland Road Mulbring 
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Amendment 7 

Heritage Item Name: Methodist Church (Former) 

Item Number: New 

Address: 43 High Street Greta 

Property Description: Lot 3 Sec 19 DP 758474 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 

 Amend Schedule 5 of the LEP and map sheet HER005A to 
identify the Methodist Church (Former) at Greta as a heritage 
item - General and assign the next available heritage item 
number. 

Justification: 

The proposed item was originally identified as a heritage item in 
the Hunter Regional Environmental Plan 1989 (Heritage). The item 
has been reviewed as part of the Cessnock Heritage Study and 
meets the following NSW Heritage criteria:  

  (Criterion a) The Greta Methodist Church (former) is of 
historical significance, providing evidence of the early 
development and growth of the rural community of Greta. The 
church demonstrates the prospering and ecclesiastical needs of 
the community. 

 (Criterion c) The church has strong aesthetic appeal, being a 
visually prominent built form in the streetscape and wider 
townscape. It is considered a local landmark, enhanced by the 
minimalistic landscaped setting and surrounding low-scale 
development. 

 (Criterion g) The building is a fine intact example of a small rural 
church, retaining its original form and silhouette, displaying the 
key characteristics attributed to the Victorian Gothic Revival 
architectural style of the late 19th century. 

Inventory Sheet Appendix 7 
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Figure 13: Current Heritage Map for 43 High Street Greta 
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Figure 14: Proposed Heritage Map for 43 High Street Greta 
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Amendment 8 

Heritage Item Name: Branxton Conservation Area 

Conservation Area 
Number: 

New 

Address: Refer to map 

Property Description: The extent of the area as shown on the Heritage Map 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 

 Amend Schedule 5 of the LEP and map sheet HER005A to 
identify a Heritage Conservation Area at Branxton of local 
significance and assign the next available heritage conservation 
area number. 

Justification: 

A proposed Heritage Conservation Area for Branxton was 
identified in the Hunter Regional Environment Plan 1989 (Heritage) 
(Hunter REP). The Hunter REP was repealed in 2014, leaving the 
Branxton area with no heritage conservation area.  
 
A review of the proposed Branxton Heritage Conservation Area 
was included in the Cessnock City Heritage Study to determine its 
potential for inclusions in the Cessnock LEP. Given the age of the 
original proposed heritage conservation area it was necessary to 
review the proposed boundary to determine the extent and 
heritage significance of the Branxton region.  
 
The Heritage Study recommended that a Branxton Conservation 
Area be included in the Cessnock LEP to the extent shown in 
Figure 16.  
 
Branxton has a large percentage of buildings dating from the late 
nineteenth through to the early twentieth century. Along the New 
England Highway (previously known as Maitland Street), the 
commercial buildings reflect this era while along Cessnock Road 
significant public buildings and imposing residences remain. 
 
The recommended Branxton Conservation Area is centred on 
Cessnock Road and Maitland Road. Maitland Road (New England 
Highway), between Cessnock Road and Clift Street, contains a 
substantial number of late nineteenth century, two storey 
commercial buildings on both the northern and southern side of the 
road. 
 
The northern end of Cessnock Road intersects with the New 
England Highway. In this area is St John the Divine Anglican 
Church (constructed by Horbury Hunt and consecrated in 1881), 
church hall and parsonage, the Police Station and residence 
(former courthouse and police station constructed 1880, Architect 
J. Barnet, Govt. Architect). These substantial public buildings are 
situated behind the commercial buildings along Maitland Road 
(New England Highway). 
 
Leading south along Cessnock Road there are a number of 
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residences from the nineteenth and early twentieth century. On the 
western side, a number of substantial late nineteenth and early 
twentieth brick houses occupy prominent and elevated positions on 
the hill. On the eastern and lower side of the road the houses, 
while less substantial, are of the same era. While new houses are 
present they do not detract from the overall heritage value of the 
precinct. 
 
Branxton retains many of the buildings from its development in the 
late nineteenth - early twentieth century. The heritage conservation 
area recommended reflects the commercial, administrative and 
residential structure of a small country town. The buildings 
comprise impressive private and public structures and reflect the 
overall story of Branxton as a town and enhance the present day 
streetscape. 
 
Additional information on the Branxton Conservation area is in the 
Cessnock City Heritage Study (Appendix 22).   
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Figure 15: Current Heritage Map for Branxton 
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Figure 16: Proposed Heritage Map for Branxton Conservation Area 

 

 



Planning Proposal – City Wide Heritage Amendment  

File No. 18/2017/3/1 

Page 31 of 156 
 

Amendment 9 

Heritage Item Name: Greta Conservation Area 

Conservation Area 
Number: 

New 

Address: Refer to map 

Property Description: The extent of the item as shown on the Heritage Map 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 

 Amend Schedule 5 of the LEP and map sheet HER005A to 
identify a Heritage Conservation Area at Greta of Local 
significance and assign the next available heritage conservation 
area number. 

Justification: 

A proposed Heritage Conservation Area for Greta was identified in 
the Hunter Regional Environment Plan 1989 (Heritage) (Hunter 
REP). The Hunter REP was repealed in 2014, leaving the Greta 
area with no heritage conservation area.  
 
A review of the proposed Greta Heritage Conservation Area was 
included in the Cessnock City Heritage Study to determine its 
potential for inclusions in the Cessnock LEP. Given the age of the 
original proposed heritage conservation area it was necessary to 
review the proposed boundary to determine the extent and 
heritage significance of the Greta region.  
 
The Heritage Study recommended that a Greta Conservation Area 
be included in the Cessnock LEP to the extent shown in Figure 18.  
 
Greta has a small number of buildings dating from the late 
nineteenth through to the early twentieth century, largely situated 
along the New England Highway. These buildings are mainly 
commercial or government buildings with a small number of 
residential properties. Included in the listing is the Greta Median 
Strip (Cessnock LEP Schedule 5 item: I99), this incorporates a 
World War I war memorial, a bandstand and avenue of trees, the 
Group constitutes a distinctive component of the streetscape. 
 
The recommended Greta Conservation Area seeks to capture the 
buildings and streetscape that reflects the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century development of the town. The areas excluded 
from the Greta Conservation Area have few original buildings and 
lacks the heritage streetscape of the recommended conservation 
area. 
 
The recommended Greta Conservation Area is bounded by the 
New England Highway in the north (incorporating the Greta Median 
Strip and south of it) and includes a small area south of the 
highway in the area of Wyndham and Anvil Streets. The southern 
side of the New England Highway is the commercial area with a 
number of two storey brick and weatherboard buildings as well as 
modest weatherboard residences. The area reflects in general the 
modest buildings of a small coal mining community. In Wyndham 
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Street and Anvil Street, there are important heritage items 
including remnant structures of Greta Mine and dam and the 
former St Mary’s Catholic Church. 
 
The area excluded from the Greta Conservation area has lost the 
streetscapes identified with the mining community, with the 
remaining small cottages occurring in isolation. 
 
Greta retains a number of buildings that reflect the village’s 
development in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century; 
however they are largely confined to the commercial strip on the 
southern side of the New England Highway and in the area of 
Wyndham and Anvil Streets. The wide, tree-lined Greta Median 
Strip Group, with incorporated heritage items such as the WWI 
memorial obelisk, band rotunda and silky oak planting provides a 
cohesive link and distinctive feature of the streetscape. 
 
Recent development has resulted in the loss of the majority of the 
once common miners’ cottages. In the area of the New England 
Highway, bounded by West Street and Anvil Street three major 
recent commercial developments.  
 
The Heritage Study recommended that a Greta Conservation area 
be included in the Cessnock LEP to the extent shown in Figure 18.  
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Figure 17: Current Heritage map for Greta 
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Figure 18: Proposed Heritage Conservation Area at Greta 
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Amendment 10 

Heritage Item Name: Branxton Shop and Houses 

Item Number: I37 

Address: 
50, 56-58, 60, 62, 64, 68, part of 70, and 72 Maitland Street 
Branxton. 

Property Description: 
Lot 24 DP 628173, Lot 231 DP 791248, Lot 4 DP 1047308, Lot 100 
DP 1212575, Lot 1 DP 779515, Lot 1 DP 213879, Lot 3 DP 
213879, Lot 6 DP 1106094 and Lot 3 DP 1101838 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 

 Amend Heritage Item address in Schedule 5 of the LEP:  
 
from: ‘50, 56, 60, 62, 64, 66, 68–70 and 72 Maitland Road’  
 
to: ‘50, 56-58, 60, 62, 64, 68, part of 70, and 72 Maitland Street’. 
 

 Amend Property Description in Schedule 5 of the LEP:  
 
from: ‘Lot 24, DP 628173; Lot 231, DP 791248; Lot 4, DP 
1047308; Lot 41, DP 1109178; Lot 1, DP 779515; Lot 1, DP 
213879; Lot 6, DP 1106094; Lot 3, DP 1101838; Lot 1, DP 
851111’. 
 
to: ‘Lot 24 DP 628173, Lot 231 DP 791248, Lot 4 DP 1047308, 
Lot 100 DP 1212575, Lot 1 DP 779515, Lot 1 DP 213879, Lot 3 
DP 213879, Lot 6 DP 1106094 and Lot 3 DP 1101838’. 

 

 Amend map sheet HER005A to remove the heritage listing from 
69 Maitland Street Branxton. 

Justification: 

 Incorrect property description and address in Schedule 5 of the 
LEP. 

 69 Maitland Street is not recognised in the Heritage Inventory 
sheet (see Appendix 10) and appears to be a modern building. 
69 Maitland Street is not in keeping with the architecture of the 
shops and houses that are part of this listing. It appears to be an 
error that 69 is included as a Heritage Item.  

Inventory Sheet Appendix 8 
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Figure 19: Current Heritage Map for 50, 56-58, 60, 62, 64, 68, part of 70, and 72 Maitland Street 

Branxton 
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Figure 20: Proposed Heritage Map for 50, 56-58, 60, 62, 64, 68, part of 70, and 72 Maitland Street 

Branxton 
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Amendment 11 

Heritage Item Name: Pokolbin Community Centre and Memorial Gates 

Item Number: I172 

Address: Part of 126 McDonalds Road Pokolbin 

Property Description: Lot 301 DP 822160 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 

 Change Item Name from ‘Pokolbin Community Centre and 
Memorial Gates’ to ‘Pokolbin Memorial Gates’ in Schedule 5 of 
the LEP. 

 Amend Heritage Item address in Schedule 5 of the LEP from 
‘126 McDonalds Road’ to ‘Part of 126 McDonalds Road’. 

 Amend Property Description in Schedule 5 of the LEP from ‘Lot 1 
DP 703138’ to ‘Lot 301 DP 822160’. 

 Remove Lot 1 DP 703138 from Heritage Map HER006C. 

 Add Lot 301 DP 822160 to Heritage Map HER006C (Lot 301 
contains the Memorial Gates). 

Justification: 

The name of the heritage item implies that both the community hall 
and the memorial gates are of historical significance. However the 
inventory sheet discusses only the memorial gates and implies that 
they are the item of significance not the hall.   
 
The Community Hall that is on the site is not the original 
community hall. The original hall was destroyed in a car crash in 
the 1980’s. A new community hall was built on the site at the 
current location in the 1990’s.  
 
The item of significance on the site is the Memorial Gates not the 
current community hall. Map sheet HER006C currently shows the 
lot with the hall as the heritage item. This needs to be amended to 
show the lot with the Memorial Gates as the item of heritage 
significance. The item name in the LEP should be updated to 
reflect that the Memorial Gates are the item of significance.   
 
The Memorial Gates meet the following heritage criteria: 

 (Criterion a) The Memorial Gates provide an historic link to past 
wars documenting the commitment and sacrifice made by local 
people in serving in World War I and World War II. 

 (Criterion c) The Memorial Gates, in a prominent location have a 
visually aesthetic appeal, surrounded by farmland and backed by 
an avenue of trees. 

 (Criterion d) The Memorial Gates have a strong association with 
those community members who served in the world wars and for 
those community members who remained. 

Inventory Sheet Appendix 9 
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Figure 21: Current Heritage Map for Pokolbin Community Centre and Memorial Gates 
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Figure 22: Proposed Heritage Map for Pokolbin Memorial Gates  
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Amendment 12 

Heritage Item Name: Cessnock Hospital 

Item Number: I54 

Address: View Street 

Property Description: Lot 2 DP 1173784 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 

 Amend Heritage Item address in Schedule 5 of the LEP from 
‘Jurd and View Streets’ to ‘View Street’. 

 Amend Property Description in Schedule 5 of the LEP from ‘Lot 
12 DP 882585’ to ‘Lot 2 DP 1173784’. 

 Remove Lot 1 DP 1173784 from Heritage Map HER006CA. 

Justification: 

 The site contains the Cessnock Hospital which is of historical 
significance for demonstrating the focus of community activities 
and the strength of self-help organisations in mining towns. 

 The rear corner of the site was vacant until a new ambulance 
station was built on the site.  

 The portion of the site containing the ambulance station was 
subdivided from the lot containing the main hospital building in 
2011.The item of significance (the hospital) is not located on Lot 
2 DP 1173784.  

Inventory Sheet Appendix 10 
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Figure 23: Current Heritage Map for Cessnock Hospital  
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Figure 24: Proposed Heritage Map for Cessnock Hospital  
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Amendment 13 

Heritage Item Name: Potters Brewery 

Item Number: I155 

Address: 9 Fleming Street 

Property Description: Lot 1 SP 86394 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 
 Amend Property Description in Schedule 5 of the LEP from ‘Lot 1 

DP 873424’ to ‘Lot 1 SP 86394’. 

 Remove Lot 2 SP 86394 from Heritage Map HER006C. 

Justification: 

 The site contains kilns made from 20th Century brickwork. The 
kilns are the item of historical significance. The remainder of the 
site contains a hotel, tourist and visitor accommodation and a 
function centre.  

 The lot containing the tourist and visitor accommodation has 
been subdivided from the property containing the kilns. The brick 
kilns are not located on the lot containing the tourist and visitor 
accommodation. The heritage layer should be removed from the 
site containing the tourist accommodation.   

Inventory Sheet Appendix 11 
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Figure 25: Current Heritage Map for 9 Fleming Street Cessnock  
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Figure 26: Proposed Heritage Map for 9 Fleming Street Cessnock  
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Amendment 14 

Heritage Item Name: 
Collieries of the South Maitland Coalfields/Greta Coal Measures 
Group 

Item Number: I215 

Address: 21 Main Road, Cliftleigh 

Property Description: The extent of the item as shown on the Heritage Map 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 
 Amend map sheet HER009A to adjust Heritage Item boundary to 

reflect land zoned R2 Low Density Residential 

Justification: 

 The site contains the Aryfield No 1 Colliery.  

 The site was originally one large parcel of land, hence the 
heritage layer covers such a wide area.  

 In 2013 the zoning of the site was amended and a subsequent 
subdivision occurred.  

 A European Archaeological Assessment was undertaken in 
2005. This assessment mapped items and relics on the site. As 
can be seen in Appendix 18 the items that are of heritage 
significance on the site are wholly contained on the portion of 
land zoned RE1 Public Recreation. The heritage layer should be 
amended to reflect this.  

Inventory Sheet Appendix 12 
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Figure 27: Current Heritage Map for Heritage Item I215 at Cliftleigh 
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Figure 28: Proposed Heritage Map for Heritage Item I215 at Cliftleigh 
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Amendment 15 

Heritage Item Name: Cowman’s Building 

Item Number: I63 

Address: 84-90 Vincent Street Cessnock 

Property Description: Lot 1 DP 727358, Lots 1 and 2 DP 856696 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 
 Amend Heritage Map HER006CA to show Lot 1 DP 727358, Lots 

1 and 2 DP 856696 as Heritage Item – General I63. 

Justification: 

 Heritage Item is incorrectly identified in the maps. 

 Map Sheet HER006CA does not align with the properties listed in 
Schedule 5. The properties listed in Schedule 5 are correct and 
maps sheet HER006CA needs to be amended to reflect this.  

Inventory Sheet Appendix 13 
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Figure 29: Current Heritage Map for Heritage Item I63 Cowman’s Building 
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Figure 30: Proposed Heritage Map for Heritage Item I63 Cowman’s Building 
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Amendment 16 

Heritage Item Name: Wollombi Cemetery 

Item Number: I209 

Address: Wollombi Road 

Property Description: Lot 1 DP 1142814 and Lot 2 DP 1168190 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 

 Amend Property Description in Schedule 5 of the LEP from 
‘Section 12 DP 759103’ to ‘Lot 1 DP 1142814 and Lot 2 DP 
1168190’. 

 Add Lot 1 DP 1142814 to Heritage Map HER006B. 

Justification: 

 The heritage Item is incorrectly identified in Schedule 5 of the 
LEP  

 Map Sheet HER006B only identifies one lot as the heritage item.  

 The Heritage Inventory Sheet for the Wollombi Cemetery makes 
reference to two lots, one containing the Roman Catholic Church 
and the other the Church of England.  

 The Wollombi Cemetery Lot Layout Map confirms that there are 
two lots with one lot containing the Church of England and the 
other the Roman Catholic Church.  

 The current Schedule 5 and associated Heritage maps recognise 
only one lot as containing the cemetery. This needs to be 
amended to recognise both lots, consistent with the Inventory 
Sheet.   

Inventory Sheet Appendix 14 
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Figure 31: Current Heritage Map for Wollombi Cemetery 
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Figure 32: Proposed Heritage Map for Wollombi Cemetery 
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Amendment 17 

Heritage Item 
Name: 

Collieries of the South Maitland Coalfields/Greta Coal Measures Group 

Item Number: I215 

Address: 
257, 265, 281,  287, 271 Vincent Street Cessnock, 30A West Avenue 
Cessnock 

Property 
Description: 

The extent of the item as shown on the Heritage Map 

Significance: Local 

Proposed 
Change: 

 Remove from 257, 265, 281, 287, 271 Vincent Street Cessnock, 30A 
West Avenue Cessnock from the Heritage Map HER006CA. 
 

Justification: 

 It is understood that all of the above lots were part of the former 
Aberdare Extended Colliery. The site originally contained a number of 
heritage items associated with the mine including: 

o The former Undermanager’s, Electrician’s and Clerk’s residences 
o Pit head structures 
o Mine Managers Residence 

 Over time the former Aberdare Extended Colliery site has been 
subdivided into a number of parcels of land and various development 
applications have since been approved.  
This has resulted in parcels of land that do not contain any items of 
heritage significance still being recognised as a listed heritage items. 
Incorrectly identifying sites as containing heritage items has 
unnecessarily required heritage impact statements for development 
application and affected the use of exempt and complying 
development.   

 Various development applications for the sites have included Heritage 
Impact Statements that have reviewed the heritage significance of the 
sites. From these Heritage Impact Statements it has been concluded 
that the items of heritage significance  to the Aberdare Extended 
Colliery have been removed: 

o The Pit Head has been destroyed. It is unclear when this 
occurred but a Heritage Impact Statement prepared in 2012 
identified that the structure no longer existed. 

o Historical aerial photography shows that the Mine Managers 
Residence was removed between 1961-1965. 

o The three residences (Undermanager’s, Electrician’s and 
Clerk’s residences) have now been removed. It is unclear 
whether the dwellings were damaged by a fire then demolished 
or if they were demolished (without damage from a fire). Based 
on aerial photography it is believed the dwellings were removed 
between 2012-2014. 

 Historically there has been confusion on the heritage status of the three 
residences, being the former Undermanager’s, Electrician’s and Clerk’s 
residences. The three items were part of the group listing for I215 
Collieries of the South Maitland Coalfields/Greta Coal Measures. This 
listing covers land throughout the Cessnock LGA and the address 
identified in the Cessnock LEP is ‘the extent shown on the Heritage 
Map’. Confusion has arisen from this listing when property owners are 
either aware of the specific address or item name (e.g. Aberdare 
Colliery Houses) and search Schedule 5 of the LEP for either the item 
name or specific address. Because an item such as this is part of the 
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group listing neither the item name or specific address will appear.  An 
extract of the Heritage Schedule in the Cessnock LEP 2011 is shown 
below: 
 

 
 The review of I215 has been identified as a future project for Council to 

complete to reduce the confusion.  

 The north western portion of the site is now substantially developed for 
a nursing home. The eastern portion of the site contains a Bunnings 
building and numerous commercial uses including a Genesis gym. The 
site has been subdivided in the eastern portion to allow similar sized 
commercial development to occur.  

 Given there are no items of heritage significance remaining on the site 
it is recommended the heritage maps be amended to remove the 
subject sites. I215 Collieries of the South Maitland Coalfields/Greta 
Coal Measures Group will continue to be listed in other areas of the 
Cessnock LGA. The group listing for I215 will be reviewed in the future.  

Inventory 
Sheet 

Appendix 15 
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Figure 33: Current Heritage Map for Heritage Item I215 at Cessnock 
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Figure 34: Proposed Heritage Map for Heritage Item I215 at Cessnock 
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Amendment 18 

Heritage Item Name: Aberdare Extended Colliery Company Houses 

Item Number: I78 

Address: 226 to 234 Vincent Street Cessnock 

Property Description: Lots B–F, DP 302444 

Significance: Local 

Proposed Change: 

 Amend Heritage Item address in Schedule 5 of the LEP for I78 
Aberdare Extended Colliery Company Houses from ‘226–234 
and 255 Vincent Street’ to ‘226 to 234 Vincent Street’. 

 Amend Property Description in Schedule 5 of the LEP from ‘Lots 
B–F, DP 302444; Lot 251, DP 606348’ to ‘Lots B-F DP 302444’. 

 Remove 257 Vincent Street from Heritage Map HER006CA. 
 

Justification: 

 257 Vincent Street, along with five properties on the opposite 
side of Vincent Street are included in the group listing for I78 
Aberdare Extended Colliery Company Houses. 

 A number of Development Applications have been approved on 
257 Vincent Street over the last five years including: 
o  8/2012/172 - Subdivision creating Eight (8) Lots  
o 8/2012/257 - Demolition of Dwelling & Earthworks  
o 8/2012/315/001 - Hardware & Building Supplies, 

Incorporating a Café  
o 8/2014/331/001 - Twenty Nine (29) Lot (Commercial) 

Subdivision, Earthworks, Infrastructure & Rehabilitation 
Works.  

 These development applications have resulted in the demolition 
of the dwelling at 257 Vincent Street. The site now contains a 
Bunnings store and café.  

  A Heritage Impact Statement was lodged as part of this series of 
development applications.  

 The Heritage Impact Statement has found that: 
o The dwelling and ancillary buildings at the subject site, due to 

its history, form and fabric, is assessed as having no heritage 
significance in its own right or contributing to the local heritage 
significance of the ‘Aberdare Extended colliery company 
houses’ group. 

o The subject site, consisting of a single storey, six bedroom 
weatherboard dwelling and concrete- block garage and shed 
constructed in c.1961 -1966, is not considered to have 
heritage significance in its own right nor does it substantially 
contribute to the heritage significance of the heritage item 
‘Aberdare Extended colliery company houses’. 

o While the site may been occupied by mine employees in the 
last c. five years of the operation of the mine and incorporated 
the re-use of materials from the original managers residence, 
these events are not considered to have heritage value in their 
own right nor are they considered to contribute to the heritage 
significance of the company houses group as a whole. 

o Similarly, the subdivision of the subject site in 1980 from the 
former Aberdare Extended colliery Lot is not considered a 
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significant physical indicator of the history of the heritage 
item, former colliery or Cessnock area. 

o The structures at 255 Vincent Street have been assessed 
as having no heritage significance in its own right or 
contributing value to the heritage significance of the 
heritage item I78, the ‘Aberdare extended colliery company 
houses’. 

o The existing land title and subdivision of the subject site is 
assessed as not contributing to the heritage significance of the 
Heritage item (I78) or the local area. 

o The row of colliery cottages at 226-234 Vincent Street 
remain legible as connected and utilitarian examples of 
accommodation as provided by mining companies for non-
executive salaried staff responsible for essential services 
such as power generation. Their aesthetic significance is, 
however, gradually being eroded by the demolition or 
deterioration of chimneys, front steps and fencing, and by 
the unsympathetic replacement of original features such as 
timber windows, veranda boards and front doors  

 The Heritage Schedule and Associated maps should be updated 
to remove 257 Vincent Street from the Heritage Schedule and 
maps.  

Inventory Sheet Appendix 16 
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Figure 35: Current Heritage Map for Heritage Item I78 at Cessnock 
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Figure 36: Proposed Heritage Map for Heritage Item I78 at Cessnock 
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PART 3:   JUSTIFICATION 

In accordance with the Department of Planning and Environment’s “Guide to Preparing 
Planning Proposals”, this section provides a response to the following issues: 

 Section A: Need for Proposal; 

 Section B: Relationship to Strategic Planning Framework; 

 Section C: Environmental, Social and Economic Impact; and  

 Section D: State and Commonwealth Interests 

Section A:  Need for Proposal 

 Resulting from a Strategic Study or Report 1

Amendments 1-9 (the new Heritage Items and proposed Heritage Conservation Areas) are 

the result of the Cessnock City Heritage Study 2017. The Study reviewed items that were 

previously listed in the now repealed Hunter Regional Environmental Plan 1989 (Heritage) 

but were not identified in the Cessnock LEP. The Study recommended   that the new items 

and Heritage Conservation Areas at Branxton and Greta be included in the Cessnock LEP.  

Amendment 11 (the Pokolbin Memorial Gates) was identified in the Cessnock City Heritage 

Study as an error to be followed up. Further conversations with community members, 

research on the Inventory sheet and revision of the 1994 Heritage Study demonstrated that 

this item contained an error with the mapping. This Planning Proposal intends to correct this 

error. 

The remaining amendments are not the result of a strategic study or report. These 

amendments have been noticed over time. Some of the amendments are the result of 

subdivision or development applications that have been approved. Others are obvious errors 

but it is considered that they require public exhibition as they involve privately owned 

properties or involve the removal of properties from the Schedule 5 Environmental Heritage.  

 Planning Proposal as best way to achieve to objectives 2

Yes, the Planning Proposal is the best means of achieving the objectives and outcomes. 
Amending the LEP is the only way to correct Schedule 5 of the LEP and the associated 
maps and include the proposed new items and Heritage Conservation Areas.  
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Section B:  Relationship to Strategic Planning Framework 

 Consistency with Objectives and Actions within Regional 3
Strategies 

Hunter Regional Plan 2036 

The Hunter Regional Plan recognises the role that heritage plays in tourism and the local 
community. Direction 19 of the Plan aims to identify and protect the region’s heritage. This 
Planning Proposal will implement this direction by ensuring that the Schedule 5 of the LEP is 
current and the relevant heritage items and Heritage Conservation Areas are included. This 
will allow Council and the community to easily identify items of heritage significance and 
ensure they are protected.  

 Consistency with Council’s Community Strategic Plan or other 4
Local Strategic Plan 

Community Strategic Plan - Our People, Our Place, Our Future 

The Planning Proposal is consistent with the following objectives in the Community Strategic 
Plan: 

1.4 Fostering an articulate and creative community 

 We have thriving cultural precincts throughout the local government area that 
celebrate our heritage and culture 

3.1 Protecting and enhancing the natural environment and the rural character of the area 

 Our area’s rural character and heritage is protected 

City Wide Settlement Strategy (2010) 

The City Wide Settlement Strategy (2010) recognises the role that heritage plays in the 
character and culture of the Local Government Area. The Strategy contains a direction to 
ensure that heritage is protected and considered in future planning. This Planning Proposal 
will ensure that information available on heritage items in the Cessnock Local Government 
Area is consistent and up to date. This will assist in appropriately protecting heritage items in 
the Cessnock area.   

 Consistency with State Environmental Planning Policies  5

An assessment of relevant SEPPs against the planning proposal is provided in the table 
below. 

Table 1:  Relevant State Environmental Planning Policies  

SEPP  Relevance Consistency and Implications 

SEPP 1 - 
Development 
Standards 

The SEPP makes development 
standards more flexible.  It 
allows councils to approve a 
development proposal that does 
not comply with a set standard 
where this can be shown to be 
unreasonable or unnecessary. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 
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SEPP  Relevance Consistency and Implications 

SEPP 15 - Rural 
Land Sharing 
Communities 

The SEPP provides for multiple 
occupancy development, with 
council consent, in rural and 
non-urban zones, subject to a list 
of criteria in the policy. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP 21 - Caravan 
Parks 

The SEPP provides for 
development for caravan parks. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP 30 - 
Intensive 
Agriculture 

The SEPP provides 
considerations for consent for 
intensive agriculture. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP 32 - Urban 
Consolidation 
(Redevelopment of 
Urban Land)  

The SEPP makes provision for 
the re-development of urban 
land suitable for multi-unit 
housing and related 
development.   

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP 33 - 
Hazardous & 
Offensive 
Development 

The SEPP provides 
considerations for consent for 
hazardous & offensive 
development. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP 36 - 
Manufactured 
Homes Estates 

The SEPP makes provision to 
encourage manufactured homes 
estates through permitting this 
use where caravan parks are 
permitted and allowing 
subdivision. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP 44 - Koala 
Habitat Protection 

This SEPP applies to land 
across NSW that is greater than 
1 hectare and is not a National 
Park or Forestry Reserve.  The 
SEPP encourages the 
conservation and management 
of natural vegetation areas that 
provide habitat for koalas to 
ensure permanent free-living 
populations will be maintained 
over their present range. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP 50 - Canal 
Estate 
Development 

The SEPP bans new canal 
estates from the date of gazettal, 
to ensure coastal and aquatic 
environments are not affected by 
these developments. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP 55 - 
Remediation of 
Land 

This SEPP applies to land 
across NSW and states that land 
must not be developed if it is 
unsuitable for a proposed use 
because of contamination 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP 62 - 
Sustainable 
Aquaculture 

The SEPP relates to 
development for aquaculture and 
to development arising from the 
rezoning of land and is of 
relevance for site specific 
rezoning proposals. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP 64 - 
Advertising and 

The SEPP aims to ensure that 
outdoor advertising is compatible 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
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SEPP  Relevance Consistency and Implications 

Signage with the desired amenity and 
visual character of an area, 
provides effective 
communication in suitable 
locations and is of high quality 
design and finish. 

SEPP. 

SEPP 65 - Design 
Quality of 
Residential 
Development 

The SEPP relates to residential 
flat development across the state 
through the application of a 
series of design principles.  
Provides for the establishment of 
Design Review Panels to provide 
independent expert advice to 
councils on the merit of 
residential flat development. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP 70 – 
Affordable Rental 
Housing (Revised 
Schemes) 

The SEPP provides for an 
increase in the supply and 
diversity of affordable rental and 
social housing in NSW. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP Affordable 
Rental Housing 
2009 

The aims of this Policy are as 
follows: 
(a) to provide a consistent 

planning regime for the 
provision of affordable rental 
housing, 

(b) to facilitate the effective 
delivery of new affordable 
rental housing by providing 
incentives by way of 
expanded zoning 
permissibility, floor space 
ratio bonuses and non-
discretionary development 
standards, 

(c) to facilitate the retention and 
mitigate the loss of existing 
affordable rental housing, 

(d) to employ a balanced 
approach between 
obligations for retaining and 
mitigating the loss of existing 
affordable rental housing, and 
incentives for the 
development of new 
affordable rental housing, 

(e) to facilitate an expanded role 
for not-for-profit-providers of 
affordable rental housing, 

(f) to support local business 
centres by providing 
affordable rental housing for 
workers close to places of 
work, 

(g) to facilitate the development 
of housing for the homeless 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 
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SEPP  Relevance Consistency and Implications 

and other d is advantaged 
people who may require 
support services, including 
group homes and supportive 
accommodation. 

SEPP Building 
Sustainability 
Index: BASIX 2004 

The SEPP provides for the 
implementation of BASIX 
throughout the State. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP Exempt and 
Complying 
Development 
Codes 2008 

The SEPP provides exempt and 
complying development codes 
that have State-wide application, 
identifying, in the General 
Exempt Development Code, 
types of development that are of 
minimal environmental impact 
that may be carried out without 
the need for development 
consent; and, in the General 
Housing Code, types of 
complying development that may 
be carried out in accordance with 
a complying development 
certificate. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP Housing for 
Seniors or People 
with a Disability 
2004 

The SEPP aims to encourage 
provision of housing for seniors, 
including residential care 
facilities.  The SEPP provides 
development standards.  

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP 
Infrastructure 2007 

The SEPP provides a consistent 
approach for infrastructure and 
the provision of services across 
NSW, and to support greater 
efficiency in the location of 
infrastructure and service 
facilities. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP Major 
Development 2005 

The SEPP defines certain 
developments that are major 
projects to be assessed under 
Part 3A of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 and determined by the 
Minister for Planning.  It also 
provides planning provisions for 
State significant sites. In 
addition, the SEPP identifies the 
council consent authority 
functions that may be carried out 
by Joint Regional Planning 
Panels (JRPPs) and classes of 
regional development to be 
determined by JRPPs. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP Mining, 
Petroleum 
Production and 

The SEPP aims to provide 
proper management of mineral, 
petroleum and extractive Nothing 
in this Planning proposal affects the 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 
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SEPP  Relevance Consistency and Implications 

Extractive 
Industries 2007 

aims and provisions of this SEPP. 

material resources and ESD. 

SEPP 
Miscellaneous 
Consent 
Provisions 2007 

The aims of this Policy are as 
follows: 
(a) to provide that the erection of 

temporary structures is 
permissible with consent 
across the State, 

(b) to ensure that suitable 
provision is made for 
ensuring the safety of 
persons using temporary 
structures, 

(c) to encourage the protection 
of the environment at the 
location, and in the vicinity, of 
temporary structures by 
specifying relevant matters 
for consideration, 

(d) to provide that development 
comprising the subdivision of 
land, the erection of a 
building or the demolition of a 
building, to the extent to 
which it does not already 
require development consent 
under another environmental 
planning instrument, cannot 
be carried out except with 
development consent. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP Rural Lands 
2008 

The SEPP aims to facilitate 
economic use and development 
of rural lands, reduce land use 
conflicts and provides 
development principles. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

SEPP State and 
Regional 
Development 2011 

The SEPP aims to identify 
development and infrastructure 
that is State significant and 
confer functions on the Joint 
Regional Planning Panels 
(JRPPs) to determine 
development applications. 

Nothing in this Planning proposal 
affects the aims and provisions of this 
SEPP. 

 Consistency with Section 117 Ministerial Directions for Local 6
Plan Making 

An assessment of relevant Section 117 Directions against the planning proposal is provided 
in the table below. 

Table 2:  Relevant Section 117 Ministerial Directions 

Ministerial Direction Objective of Direction Consistency and Implication 
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Ministerial Direction Objective of Direction Consistency and Implication 

 EMPLOYMENT AND RESOURCES   

 Business and 
Industrial Zones 

 

The objectives of this direction 
are to:  
(a) encourage employment 

growth in suitable locations,  

(b) protect employment land in 
business and industrial 
zones, and  

(c) support the viability of 
identified strategic centres.  

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 Rural Zones 
 

The objective of this direction is 
to protect the agricultural 
production value of rural land.   

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 Mining, Petroleum 
Production and 
Extractive 
Industries 

 

The objective of this direction is 
to ensure that the future 
extraction of State or regionally 
significant reserves coal, other 
minerals, petroleum and 
extractive materials are not 
compromised by inappropriate 
development.   

Not applicable. 

 Rural lands The objectives of this direction 
are to: 
(a) protect the agricultural 

production value of rural 
land, 

(b) facilitate the orderly and 
economic development of 
rural lands for rural and 
related purposes. 

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE 

 Environmental 
Protection 
Zones  

The objective of this direction is 
to protect and conserve 
environmentally sensitive 
areas.  

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 Coastal Protection The objective of this direction is 
to implement the principles in 
the NSW Coastal Policy. 

Not Applicable to LGA 

 Heritage 
Conservation 

The objective of this direction is 
to conserve items, areas, 
objects and places of 
environmental heritage 
significance and indigenous 
heritage significance. 

The amendment intends to protect 
items of heritage significance and 
heritage conservation areas 
through updating Schedule 5 
Environmental Heritage and the 
associated maps.  
The amendment will alter or 
remove some properties from the 
heritage schedule and maps. This 
is to reflect the correct location of 
items, reflect subdivisions that 
have occurred and remove items 
that no longer exist.  
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Ministerial Direction Objective of Direction Consistency and Implication 

 Recreation 
Vehicle Areas 

 

The objective of this direction is 
to protect sensitive land or land 
with significant conservation 
values from adverse impacts 
from recreation vehicles.  

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

 Residential Zones The objectives of this direction 
are: 
(a) to encourage a variety and 

choice of housing types to 
provide for existing and 
future housing needs, 

(b) to make efficient use of 
existing infrastructure and 
services and ensure that 
new housing has 
appropriate access to 
infrastructure and services, 
and 

(c) to minimise the impact of 
residential development on 
the environment and 
resource lands. 

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 Caravan parks 
and 
Manufactured 
Home Estates 

The objectives of this direction 
are:  
(a) to provide for a variety of 

housing types, and  

(b) to provide opportunities for 
caravan parks and 
manufactured home 
estates.  

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 Home 
Occupations 

The objective of this direction is 
to encourage the carrying out 
of low-impact small businesses 
in dwelling houses.  

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 Integrating Land 
Use and 
Transport 

The objective of this direction is 
to ensure that urban structures, 
building forms, land use 
locations, development 
designs, subdivision and street 
layouts achieve the following 
planning objectives: 
(a) improving access to 

housing, jobs and services 
by walking, cycling and 
public transport, and 

(b) increasing the choice of 
available transport and 
reducing dependence on 
cars, and 

(c) reducing travel demand 
including the number of trips 

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 
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Ministerial Direction Objective of Direction Consistency and Implication 

generated by development 
and the distances travelled, 
especially by car, and 

(d) supporting the efficient and 
viable operation of public 
transport services, and 

(e) providing for the efficient 
movement of freight. 

 Development 
Near Licensed 
Aerodromes 

The objectives of this direction 
are: 
(a) to ensure the effective and 

safe operation of 
aerodromes, and 

(b) to ensure that their 
operation is not 
compromised by 
development that 
constitutes an obstruction, 
hazard or potential hazard 
to aircraft flying in the 
vicinity, and 

(c) to ensure development for 
residential purposes or 
human occupation, if 
situated on land within the 
Australian Noise Exposure 
Forecast (ANEF) contours 
of between 20 and 25, 
incorporates appropriate 
mitigation measures so that 
the development is not 
adversely affected by 
aircraft noise. 

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 Shooting Ranges The objectives are: 
(a) to maintain appropriate 

levels of public safety and 
amenity when rezoning land 
adjacent to an existing 
shooting range, 

(b) to reduce land use conflict 
arising between existing 
shooting ranges and 
rezoning of adjacent land, 

(c) to identify issues that must 
be addressed when giving 
consideration to rezoning 
land adjacent to an existing 
shooting range. 

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 HAZARD AND RISK 

 Acid Sulfate Soils The objective of this direction is 
to avoid significant adverse 
environmental impacts from the 
use of land that has a 

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 
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Ministerial Direction Objective of Direction Consistency and Implication 

probability of containing acid 
sulphate soils 

 Mine Subsidence 
and Unstable 
Land 

 

The objective of this direction is 
to prevent damage to life, 
property and the environment 
on land identified as unstable 
or potentially subject to mine 
subsidence. 

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 Flood Prone Land The objectives of this direction 
are: 
(a) to ensure that development 

of flood prone land is 
consistent with the NSW 
Government’s Flood Prone 
Land Policy and the 
principles of the Floodplain 
Development Manual 2005, 
and 

(b) to ensure that the 
provisions of an LEP on 
flood prone land is 
commensurate with flood 
hazard and includes 
consideration of the 
potential flood impacts both 
on and off the subject land. 

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 Planning for 
Bushfire 
Protection 

The objectives of this direction 
are: 
(a) to protect life, property and 

the environment from bush 
fire hazards, by 
discouraging the 
establishment of 
incompatible land uses in 
bush fire prone areas, and 

(b) to encourage sound 
management of bush fire 
prone areas. 

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 REGIONAL PLANNING   

 Implementation of 
Regional 
Strategies 

The objective of this direction is 
to give legal effect to the vision, 
land use strategy, policies, 
outcomes, and actions 
contained in regional 
strategies. 

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 LOCAL PLAN MAKING 

 Approval and 
Referral 
Requirements 

 

The objective of this direction is 
to ensure that LEP provisions 
encourage the efficient and 
appropriate assessment of 
development. 

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 Reserving Land The objectives of this direction The amendment does not propose 
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Ministerial Direction Objective of Direction Consistency and Implication 

for Public 
Purposes 

are: 
(a) to facilitate the provision of 

public services and facilities 
by reserving land for public 
purposes, and 

(b) to facilitate the removal of 
reservations of land for 
public purposes where the 
land is no longer required 
for acquisition. 

to change requirements relating 
this direction. 

 Site Specific 
Provisions 

The objective of this direction is 
to discourage unnecessarily 
restrictive site specific planning 
controls. 

The amendment does not propose 
to change requirements relating 
this direction. 
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Section C:  Environmental, Social and Economic Impact 

 Impact on Threatened Species 7

The Proposal affects Schedule 5 Environmental Heritage and the associated heritage 
maps and is unlikely to have any impacts on threatened species.  

 Environmental Impact 8

The Proposal is unlikely to have any impacts. 

 Social and Economic Impacts 9

The Proposal seeks to protect Cessnock’s heritage and ensure the heritage schedule 
and maps reflect what is on the ground. 

Ongoing management of heritage and ensuring that Schedule 5 of the LEP and 
associated maps are up to date will assist in protecting heritage.  

 

  



Planning Proposal – City Wide Heritage Amendment  

File No. 18/2017/3/1 

Page 76 of 156 
 

Section D:  State and Commonwealth Interests 

 Adequate Public Infrastructure 10

The Proposal affects Schedule 5 Environmental Heritage and the associated heritage maps 
and does not warrant changes to the availability of public infrastructure.  

 Consultation with State and Commonwealth Authorities 11

No State or Commonwealth authorities have been consulted given the nature of the 
Proposal.  
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PART 4: MAPPING 

The Planning Proposal seeks to amend the following mapping sheets of the Cessnock Local 
Environmental Plan 2011: 

 HER005 

 HER005A 

 HER006B 

 HER006C 

 HER00CA 

 HER009 

 HER009A 

 HER009AA 
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PART 5: COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

The Planning Proposal is proposed to be publicly exhibited for 28 days in accordance with 
Council’s Advertising and Notification Requirements and the Department’s LEP Guide “A 
guide to preparing local environmental plans”.   
 
The exhibition material will be available from the following locations: 
 
• Council’s administration building (Help and Information Counter); 
• Cessnock Public Library; and 
• Council’s Website at www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au 
 
The Department’s Gateway determination may make prescriptions relating to government 
authority and/or agency consultation. 

 



PART 6: PROJECT TIMELINE 

The Project Timeline will assist with tracking the progress of the Planning Proposal through the various stages of consultation and approval.   

It is estimated that this amendment to the Cessnock Local Environmental Plan 2011 will be completed by in 7 months. 

Technical Studies have not been identified as a component of the Planning Proposal.  The Department’s Gateway determination may make 
prescriptions relating to technical studies and this may impact on the estimated completion date. 

 July 
2017 

Aug 
2017 

Sept 
2017 

Oct 
2017 

Nov 
2017 

Dec 
2017 

Jan 
2017 

STAGE 1 Submit to DoP&E – Gateway Panel consider Planning Proposal 
 

       

STAGE 2 Receive Gateway Determination 
 

       

STAGE 3 Preparation of documentation for Public Exhibition 
 

       

STAGE 4 Public Exhibition  
 

       

STAGE 5 Review/consideration of submission received 
 

       

STAGE 6 Report to Council 
 

       

STAGE 7 Forward Planning Proposal to DoP&E with request the 
amendment is made 
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Appendix 1: Inventory Sheet for Hunter Valley 
Distillery 
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Appendix 2: Inventory Sheet for Abermain Post 
Office (Former) 
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Appendix 3: Inventory Sheet for Clift Street Hall 
(Former Bakehouse) 
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Appendix 4: Inventory Sheet for Water Supply 
Reservoir (Cessnock  Reservoir) 
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Appendix 5: Inventory Sheet for Masonic Hall 
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Appendix 6: Inventory Sheet for Temperance 
Hotel (Former) 
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Appendix 7: Inventory Sheet for Methodist 
Church (Former) 

 



 

Page 94 of 156 
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Appendix 8: Inventory Sheet for Branxton Shop 
and Houses 
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Appendix 9: Inventory Sheet for Pokolbin 
Community Centre and Memorial Gates 
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Appendix 10: Inventory Sheet for Cessnock 
Hospital 
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Appendix 11: Inventory Sheet for Potters Brewery 
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Appendix 12: Inventory Sheet for Collieries of the 
South Maitland Coalfields/Greta Coal Measures 
Group 
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Appendix 13: Inventory Sheet for Cowman’s 
Building 
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Appendix 14: Inventory Sheet for Wollombi 
Cemetery 
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Appendix 15: Inventory Sheet for Collieries of the 
South Maitland Coalfields/Greta Coal Measures 
Group 
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Appendix 16: Inventory Sheet for Aberdare 
Extended Colliery Company houses 
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Appendix 17: Council Report and Minutes 
(Dates) 

Report to Ordinary Meeting of Council – 19 July 2017 

Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Council – 19 July 2017 

All Council reports and minutes are accessible from Council’s website: 
http://www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au/council/meetings.  

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au/council/meetings
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Appendix 18: Extracts from the European 
Archaeological Assessment of Main Road 
Cliftleigh. 

The following extracts are from the European Archaeological Assessment of Main 
Road Cliftleigh as part of Development Application 8 2007 757 – for the subdivision of 
908 lots.  

Items of historical significance were found in the following locations 

 

 


