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The  problem —Toxic.
The burrs readily stick to
almost anything including
livestock and clothing.
Contamination of wool by
burrs of these species
represents a substantial
cost to wool growers and
is amongst the most
common and economical-
ly serious weeds in Aus-
tralia.

NOOGOORA BURR

Xanthium spp — Noogoora burr is a spreading an-
nual which reproduces from seed. The plant has
been listed as a noxious weed in most states of
Australia.

Description — Usually about 120cm high but can
be up to 3 metres high. The leaves are rough and
conspicuously veined. They are carried on purple
stalks from 2 to 12 cm long. Inconspicuous male
flowers occur along slender terminal branchlets.
Female flowers occur lower down the same
branchlet or in clusters in the axils of lower leaves.
These develop into burrs which are hard, woody
and brown when ripe. They are about 2.5cm long
and covered with hooked spines. Each burr ends
in two terminal beaks (hooks). Each burr contains
two seeds.

Young seedlings can be toxic to both cattle and
pigs, particularly in spring and early summer when
light rains have germinated burrs but have not re-
sulted in significant grass growth.
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